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Foster children don’t need excuses on why there 
isn’t enough foster carers, foster children need 
someone to be their advocate and safe place. 

- COURTNEY PRICE- DUKES 



Mental health rates for kids in 
care

In recent study it has been found that kids in OOHC (out of home care) are a higher risk of  suicide 

ideation/ attempts then their peers who live at home. 

80% of kids in OOHC experience mental health issues 6.2% of these kids have ended up seeking 

medical help from an attempt of self inflicted harm.

These numbers are 5 times higher then of those who are not under GOM (Guardian of the 

Minister).

- Kids in care are five times more likely to end up with mental illnesses and suicide attempts

- One in two kids in care suffer with mental health

- More than half the suicides in Australia are foster kids.



Homeless rates of children in 
OOHC

There are about 27,680 young people that experience homelessness in Australia it has been found that 

more than half of these are youth that have left care.

Studies that CREATE foundations have published have shown that 17 percent of kids age out of care and 

onto the streets.

1 in 3 kids that leave state care become homeless. So, if we had 50 kids in a room 16 of those kids would 

become homeless that’s 16 too many, 100? That would be 33 kids. We could keep going but in the end the 

numbers will still be 1 too many. 



Prison statistics for kids in care 

Researchers found that 34% of young people appearing before the court were, or had been, in out -of-home 
care, and that children in care were 68 times more likely to appear in the Children’s Court than other 
children

Research shows that children and young people who have been abused or neglected are at greater risk of 
engaging in criminal activity and of entering the youth justice system

22% of young people under community-based supervision between 2018-19 had been in OOHC, that’s one in 
five kids. Out of these numbers 80% of these youth were in residential care, 66% had been in foster or 
kinship care.

26% young people in detention had been in out-of-home care. 84% of those had been in residential care, 
66%, had been in foster or relative/kinship care.

Prisons have five times more kids who have been or are in care present then anyone else in the population.



Impacts on the indigenous culture

Now the numbers for mental health, homelessness and youth justice system may be high for kids in and 

leaving the care system but it is so much higher for the indigenous culture, a stolen generation that many 

still face.

more than 5,500 Aboriginal children



Kids in care and its affects on a
child's development

Moving kids around from placement to placement causes instability, scientist believe this causes disruption in the brain development. The brains prefrontal cortex is 
most affected when children are being moved between families:

- This part of the brain is what manages how we make good choices and how we hold back making the bad choices

Difficulty having control in making good and bad choices lead to children:

- Fail at school (or have difficulty in school)

- And have Discipline issues 

Many young children who come into care develop separation anxiety or attachment issues this is caused by poor parenting in their early years prior to foster care. These 
attachment issues cause physical problems such as failure to thrive especially on their own when they grow up, as well as emotional disorders such as depression and 
anxiety. Kids with attachment issues sometimes are distrustful, unable to follow rules which a lot of the time leads to placement breakage.

Research has found that 33% and 66% of foster care arrangements are disrupted during the first two years.

Kids who are in foster care are; seven times likely to experience depression, six times likely to have behaviour issues, five times more likely to have anxiety or anxiety 
related disorder, three times more likely to have ADD (attention deficit disorder, hearing impairments and vision issues and two times likely to suffer from learning 
disabilities, developmental delays, asthma, obesity, and speech problems. 



Survey responses from Kids in 
care



Carer support 



Survey responses from Carers



Carer statistics 

- 33% of people consider fostering, 2% of these people actually do it.



Problem vs solution 
As seen below we have the problem 

of dcp and have the solution I will be 

bring through my company.

kids
DCP

CarersKids

The Department of child 

protection’s view,

- Their work is longer having the 

child’s best interest but instead 

all their work is to make them 

look good and save themselves. 

Its very “I am more important and 

so is my reputation” mindset

carers

Dcp

Half the 

time carers 

aren’t 

seemed 

important

But the companies goal 

is to bring it back to how 

it was always supposed 

to be


